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Reviewing the Ecological Coherence
Protocol & the Inner Forth Revisited
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Ecological coherence definitions in policy
and practice

:0A working definition;

F'ruEd WMkihéﬁﬂfiiﬂ’Hi: In the context of the Natura Directives, an ecologically coherent network
consists of sites designated for the protection of relevant habitats and/or species; it should support habitats
and populations of species in fovourable conservation status across the whole of their natural range
(including the wider environment and marine areas beyond Natura 2000 sites); and contribute significantly

to the biological diversity of the biogeographic region| At the scale of the whole network. coherence is
achieved when: the full range of variation in valued features is represented; replication of specific features
occurs at different sites over a wide geographic area; dispersal, migration and genetic exchange of
individuals is possible between relevant sites; all critical areas for rare, highly threatened aond endemic
species are included: and the network is resilient to disturbance or damage coused by notural and
anthropogenic factors.
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A Model Approach

/““ﬁ\ ATo be clear about which areas to protect.
/ ATo maximise ecological benefits.
| el "'| ATo look for winwins for people.
. Networks | o
AT AAn agreed network ambition could help to:

ATarget resources

AHelp funders focus on the priorities
Alnfluenceagrienvironment and Land Use Plans
ADirect mitigation and planning gain

AA collective voice is more convincing
- (collaboration).
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An Area Based Review of the Protocol

Consideration of specific habitat types:
A Woodland

Wetland

Intertidal

Grassland & Open Mosaic Habitatlifises)

Peatland & Heathland

To To Do I

A habitat network & action plan:

A A collective vision for habitat enhancement

A A call to action to deliver this

A refined protocol & practitioners guide == s e
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Inner Forth Habitat Ambitions

To agree and map our ambitions for habitat conservation and habitat network
development for the Pilot area.
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