Joining up nature in practice making ecological coherence a reality

EDDLESTON WATER RESTORATION PROJECT.
The project aims to work with local landowners and communities to restore river and bank
habitat and to reduce the risk of flooding in the village of Eddleston and the town of Peebles.
Much of the 12km main stem of the river was channelised in the early 19th Century and this,
along with widespread land drainage and intensive grazing leads to an increased risk of
flooding downstream.
Tweed Forum coordinates this project on behalf of the Scottish Government, with a
partnership including landowners, SEPA, Dundee University, Forestry Commission and the
British Geological Survey.
Getting to know the catchment and its issues; land use (rapid run-off from improved grazing), river straightened,
flooding, river embanked and cut off from floodplain, artificial weir, diffuse pollution, sediment management, flooded
fields and villages
INITIAL MAPPING OF THE CATCHMENT

A logical /cyclical process was followed;
gather information, get to know people,
explain the aims of the project, try
things, measure the effect, gather
information…

Getting to know the landowners and community. A collaborative partnership. Coming up with sensible
suggestions; flood modelling, FGS and other funding, meeting with people.
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Challenges faced; Time required longer than anticipated, get your facts right (not
always easy), negotiations, land use change, failures with rootwad bank revetments,
CAR licence, planning permission, landowner boundaries.

Hints on how to succeed;
• Remain flexible, be prepared to wait, get your facts right; still more to do, more to
find out.
• Continue the discussion in communities, keep searching for new funding, measure
habitat improvements and wait for a flood event to measure the effects of the
NFM measures.

MAP SHOWING WORKS COMPLETED TO DATE
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Key staff;
Geomorphologist, digger
Maestro, Professor
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100m increase in length, more natural
features, already in use by salmon and
otters and colonised by water crowfoot
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For more information, contact: Tweed Forum, Drygrange, Melrose, TD6 9HT
Tel 01896 849723, e: info@tweedforum.org web; www.tweedforum.org

