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Introduction.

The site is an RSPB Nature Reserve, located within the Castle Semple & Barr Loch SSSI;
SNH site code 346 (designated for its eutrophic water bodies and an assemblage of
breeding birds) and within Clyde Muirshiel Regional Park (Fig. 1).
The Reserve consists of wetland habitats, reedbeds, open water, willow and alder carr
Woodland (Fig. 2).

Figure 1: Lochwinnoch location map
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Background

Sand martins, black headed gulls and terns are all in the area, but do not breed on the
reserve. Great crested grebe breed on the reserve but their nests are often flooded out. This
EcoCoLife project aims to result in at least some of these birds breeding successfully and
consistently, on the reserve. As well as increasing the biodiversity of the site, these birds
would improve an enhanced wildlife spectacle for visitors, thereby increasing the ability of
the reserve to engage with more people in the importance of ensuring nature continues to
thrive (Figs. 3 – 7).
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Figure 2: Lochwinnoch habitat map

Figure 3: Newly planted surface of vegetated raft

[Photo by Carol Roseweir]
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Figure 4: Vegetated rafts (for great crested grebe)

Figure 5: Vegetated rafts in situ

[photo by Carol Roseweir]

[photo by David Palmer]
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Figure 6: Positioning of nesting raft (for black-headed gulls or terns) [photo by David
Palmer]

Figure 7: Sand Martin Bank

[photo by Joe Crossland]
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Monitoring

3.1

Birds

Great crested grebe are the only one of the target species that currently breed on the
reserve. Their nests are frequently flooded out and fledgling data is unavailable. However,
Fig. 8 is graph of great crested grebe breeding attempts over the past twenty years.

Figure 8: Great crested grebe breeding data

The newly installed structures will be monitored annually for use.
3.2

Vegetation monitoring

The following plants were planted on the biohaven rafts:
Water plantain, marsh marigold, lesser pond sedge, purple loosestrife, water mint, water
forget me not, lesser spearwort

3.3

Structure

These will be closely inspected and repaired/maintained, if necessary, a minimum of
annually.
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Future monitoring

4.1

Species

Breeding bird assemblage + any records specific to the Islands
4.2

Habitats

Development of vegetation on the islands
4.3

Structure

Continue with annual inspections
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