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Volunteers working on Hunterston Tern Island
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Introduction

The Garnock Valley includes the uplands of Clydemuirsheil Country Park, lowland farmland
post-industrial and coastal landscape; connected the along the length of the Garnock
catchment. These habitats have become increasingly fragmented and the purpose of the
project was to identify sites along the Garnock which would enhance the quality of wetlands,
brown-field sites and grasslands which could contribute to creating a habitat network along
the Garnock valley.
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Background

The aim of work in the Garnock Valley under this action is to improve wildlife connections
throughout the catchment on wetland, intertidal and grassland habitat alongside RSPB’s
‘Futurescape’ programme. It includes preparatory work for delivery under subsequent and
additional funding arrangements and some on the ground delivery. Seven sites were
selected as part of the Garnock wildlife connections (fig. 1).

Figure 1: Hunterston Tern Island location map
Dorothy’s Island is an artificial island within a saline lagoon in the security perimeter of the
Peelports- Hunterston terminal, Fairlie (fig. 2). The island – known as Hunterston Tern Island
within EcoCoLife – is approximately 0.2ha in size, supports a breeding population of
sandwich terns, black headed-gulls and common gulls. There are no other known tern
colonies in the local area and therefore the island represents a valuable regional population.
The vegetation of the island mostly consists of dense Rosa rugosa, a few small planted trees
and other tall herbs, including Japanese Knotweed and ragwort. The lagoon water levels are
relatively stable and rarely fluctuate due to the artificial nature of the lagoon.
The project aims was to clear an area of Rosa rugosa using volunteers to increase the
nesting area for the sandwich terns.
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Figure 2: Hunterston Tern Island aerial map

Figure 3 - 5: Volunteers clearing Rosa rugosa, Hunterston Tern Island (February 2016)
(Bottom right) Figure 6: ‘After’ photograph showing breeding sandwich terns
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Monitoring

The monitoring planned for this project was for photo-monitoring of the work being
undertaken (figs 3 - 6), and to obtain bird survey results via the Tern Ringing Group (Annex
1).
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Future monitoring

Monitoring will continue through the ongoing Garnock Valley Futurescapes project.
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Annex 1

Hunterston Tern Island Ringing report, 16 July 2017
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